The Klehm Arboretum Foundation established the
Bur Oak Endowment Fund with the Community
Foundation of Northern Illinois in 2009 for a singular
mission – “to provide long-term growth and funding
stability to Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden.”
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Since its inception in 2009, the Bur Oak Endowment
Fund, which started with an initial donation of $16,000
and has grown to $286,000 in 2016. This growth has
been achieved by the generosity of many donors who
believe in the power of endowment funds.

"When the oak is felled the whole
forest echoes with its fall, but a
hundred acorns are sown in silence
by an unnoticed breeze."
Thomas Carlyle

As mission directed, the Klehm Arboretum Foundation
Bur Oak Fund has provided $53,008 in operational support since 2011; funding programs, grounds supplies,
and maintenance. An endowment gift permanently
restricts the principal of the gift. Only the earnings are
distributed.
The Bur Oak Endowment Fund is managed by the
Community Foundation of Northern Illinois. All gifts to
the Klehm Arboretum Foundation go to the
endowment, ensuring the long-term financial stability
and security for the gardens.
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Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden is a partnership with
the Forest Preserves of Winnebago County.

Gifts to Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden (KABG) and the
Klehm Arboretum Foundation (KAF) are tax deductible to the
full extent of the law.

The Klehm Arboretum Foundation has again been
selected by the Community Foundation of Northern
Illinois (CFNIL) to participate in the Carroll Starr Endowment Challenge VIII. By reaching our $30,000 Challenge
goal, the CFNIL will provide a matching grant of $10,000
for a combined campaign fundraising total of $40,000.

DID YOU KNOW?
Oaks provided food, shelter and heat for the earliest prehistoric nomads.
Tannic acid, for preserving leather, comes from oak
trees.
An oak tree will produce about 2000 acorns per
year, but only one in 10,000 will develop into a
mature oak. Many of the remaining acorns provide
food for wildlife.
A large oak tree can absorb 50 gallons of water
each day.
Of the 600 species of oak, most live over 200 years
and some up to 1,000 years.

The Klehm Board of Directors initiated the Oak Grove
Restoration project this past year in recognition of the
importance of oak trees and their historic dominance
in the native landscape.
This restoration project focuses on the management of
a 15 acre grove of mature native oaks on the Klehm
grounds. Work has begun on clearing the site of
unwanted trees and shrubs, as well as the planting of
oak seedlings in open patches of filtered sunlight,
previously choked out by non-native invaders.
A site at the entrance to the Oak Grove Trail will be
developed with an informational sign providing facts
about the importance of the oak species and the
Arboretum’s efforts to foster plants native to our area.
In addition, paving stones and a memorial plaque will
commemorate contributions to the Bur Oak
Endowment Fund in the following way:

Thank you for supporting the
Bur Oak Endowment Fund
Name_______________________________________
Address___________________________________
City_________________________________________
State____________________Zip_______________

Telephone___________________________________
Email________________________________________
Payment

$5,000 or more - Individual recognition on one of 20
tribute seedlings planted this year in the Oak Grove,
a personalized brick (8”x 16”) and your name on a
memorial plaque.

Check enclosed. Please include your check
payable to Klehm Arboretum Foundation.
Please charge my:

Oak trees were essential to build the Viking long
boats and the great wooden fleets of England and
Europe.

$2,500 - $4,999 - A personalized brick (8” x 16”) and

Oak is used for barrels to store and flavor wine,
whiskey, brandy and other liquors.

$1,000 - $2,499 - A personalized brick (4” x 8”) and

Credit Card #
_______________________________________________

$500 - $999 - A personalized brick (4” x 8”).

___________Exp._________3 digit CVC Code

Oak is the national tree of many countries including
the U.S., England, France, Germany, Latvia, Poland,
and Serbia.
The White Oak is the official tree of Illinois.

your name on a memorial plaque.

your name on a memorial plaque.

$1 - $499 - Your name on an engraved tribute.

Visa

MC

Discover

AX

Name on card
____________________________________________________
Signature
________________________________________________
Mail form and payment to:
Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden
2715 S. Main St. Rockford, IL 61102

